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NOTES AND COMMENT
Now, for the first time, an issue of the QUARTERLY
goes to press without a balance in the Society’s treasury to cover the cost of printing. The Society has decided to hold its annual dues at two dollars, so that
any one in Florida who feels an interest in the past
of the State may retain membership. Several Members have become Contributing Members for this year,
with dues of ten dollars. Unless a few others come
forward thus, the QUARTERLY, lately expanded, must
return to its former meager size. There would be no
obligation on the part of any one to continue such
membership. It is hoped that with the growth of the
Society and with a return of the State to general prosperity the regular dues may be sufficient support.
The annual meeting of the Florida Historical Society will be held at St. Augustine on February 8 next.
In accordance with an invitation given and accepted
at the last annual meeting, the St. Augustine Historical Society will be our hosts. President Frederick S.
Vaill, under whom arrangements have been made, extends a cordial invitation to the members individually
to come to St. Augustine, and to the public to attend
the public sessions when historical addresses will be
made. Many members doubtless have the expectation
of attending an annual meeting some day ; if so, now
is the time - for St. Augustine was the center of early
Florida colonial history and nowhere else in the State
are there relics and monuments of equal interest.
Though the meetings and entertainment will extend
over the greater part of the morning and afternoon,
members from a large section of the State will be able
to come and return home that day. Program and def-
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inite hours will be announced in the press a week or
more prior to the meeting.
During every period of Florida’s history a large
part of her people have been members of some church,
and this is especially true of those upon whom the
building of the State and the carrying on of her government have rested. Without a full record of its
churches and their work, the history of Florida would
be incomplete. Mention has been made here of certain published sketches and histories of several local
and sectional religious bodies in Florida. Two others
have recently appeared : The Centennial of the Euchee
Valley Presbyterian Church, 1828-1928 (Pensacola,
1928, 24 p., ill’s.), by G. T. Bourne; and Christ Church
Parish, Pensacola, Florida, 1827-1927 (Pensacola,
1928, 80 p., ill’s), by Julia J. Yonge. The former is
a record of the religious activities of the important
Scotch settlement in Walton County. The latter is a
full narrative of the establishment and century’s
growth of one of the earliest Protestant bodies formed
in Florida after its cession to the United States, with
some account of the work of the Church of England
in West Florida during the British colonial period.
It is desirable to record here other published histories of churches in Florida, both as items of interest
and for the information of those seeking such historical material. Should you know of any, will you not
inform the QUARTERLY.
East Florida as a Refuge of Southern Loyalists,
1774-1785, a paper presented at the last annual meeting of the American Antiquarian Society, Worcester,
Massachusetts, by Dr. Wilbur H. Siebert, of Ohio State
University, now appears in the Proceedings of that
society (Vol. 37, Part 2, pp. 226-246). Professor Sie-
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bert has long been at work on this phase of Florida
and United States colonial history-an important field
of which we know little. It is surprising to most of
us to be told that during the year 1778 alone there
entered East Florida near seven thousand refugees
from Georgia and Carolina, most of them never to
return to their former homes. Some account is also
taken in this article of the uprooting, once more and
in a very few years, of those among them who had
made homes in the new country and who, with nearly
all of the other inhabitants of both British Floridas,
were virtually expelled when Spain returned in 1783.
The present paper is only the beginning of a full account of the subject which Professor Siebert will
work out and publish.
The second (and last) volume of The Luna Papers,
translated and edited with an historical introduction
by Herbert Ingram Priestley and published under
the direction of James Alexander Robertson by the
Florida State Historical Society, has appeared. This
is among the most important of all foundation material for the writing of Florida’s colonial history. The
complete work will be reviewed in an early issue of
the QUARTERLY.
The Irving Bacheller-Florida Historical Society
Essay Contest will be held at Rollins College, Winter
Park, February 22 next. This contest, in which four
prizes are awarded, is open to all Florida high school
students of the junior and senior classes. Any one of
the following subjects may be chosen:-(l) The Conquistadores of Florida, 1513-1561; (2) France versus
Spain in Florida, 1562-1574; (3) Florida, a Spanish
Colony, 1574-1763.
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Alfred J. Hanna, of the faculty of Rollins College,
is chairman of the contest committee. He will be
pleased to send full information to any one. The Florida Historical Society hopes that many students will
write essays for submission to the committee.
Furthering the two main objects of the Societya fuller knowledge of the State’s past, and its diffusion-Rollins College is instituting a course in Florida history. This is under the direction of Alfred J.
Hanna, whose interest in that subject and in the work
of the Society is well known to his fellow-members.
The QUARTERLY will be the gainer, as well as the cause
for which we are working.
The conference system of college education, planned and now being developed at Rollins by President
Hamilton Holt, should prove the ideal method for this
course. Instead of memorizing and reciting what
some one has written of an event, or listening to a
lecture which he may or may not find of interest, then
being examined on what he can recollect, the student
will dig for the facts himself with the constant help
and advice of his instructor. The course will cover the
first three periods of Florida’s history : The Conquistadores, 1513-1561; France versus Spain, 1562-1574;
Florida a Spanish Colony, 1574-1763.
A new edition of Mrs. Minnie Moore-Willson’s The
Seminoles of Florida has appeared. This is the eighth
edition of that much read volume, the seventh of
which was described in the QUARTERLY for July last.
The work has been revised and now contains thirtytwo illustrations in half-tone, and an extensive vocabulary. Copies may be had from any book dealer or from
the author in Kissimmee. The price is two and onehalf dollars.
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Fred Willis Hoyt, treasurer of the Society since
November 13, 1924, died in Jacksonville, his home, on
October 28. He was born at Meredith, New Hampshire, June 3, 1856. Coming to Florida in early life
he was at the same time school teacher and editor of
the weekly Fernandina Journal. In 1876 he went to
Jacksonville as city editor of the weekly Florida Sun,
which in the following year became a daily with Mr.
Hoyt as city editor and general manager. In 1882 he
married Kate A. Taylor, and from that year was a
merchant in Fernandina. When the First National
Bank of that place was organized he became chairman
of the board of directors. He served as president of
the City Council of Fernandina and as a member of
the Nassau County Board of Commissioners. Having
returned to Jacksonville, in 1903 he was associated in
the organization of the Atlantic National Bank and
was vice president from its beginning until his death.
Organizing the American Trust Company of Jacksonville in 1913, he became its president.
Mr. Hoyt held office in numerous local and Florida
public organizations: The Red Cross, Florida Tuberculosis Association, Florida Bankers’ Association and
others, hence it is well known that much of his life’s
work was given to his community and to his State ;
but perhaps he gave as much again of many kinds of
assistance, and in various ways, to his fellow men.
These and all of the bodies of which he was a part will
feel the loss of his help and especially of his presence
as much as the Historical Society will.
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